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Women Law Makers in Wisconsin. 


N the State of Wisconsin, where the Equal 

Rights Amendment has been in operation 

for several years, more than one hundred 
women are now holding municipal offices. 

According to a list recently prepared in the 
municipal information bureau of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin extension division, one 
mayor, seven city treasurers, five city clerks, 
seven alderwomen, including a councilwoman 
under the city manager plan, and an auditor, 
are among the women law makers. In the vil- 
lages ten women are village clerks, twenty-four 
are village treasurers, seven are trustees, two 
are assessors, four are justices of the peace, 
and one is constable. 

Although the table gives only the principal 
elective and appointee municipal officials, 
women have also been appointed to numerous 
other offices and employments. There are fif- 
teen policewomen in the State at the present 
time, according to available information, as 
Appleton, Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, Fond 
du Lac, Green Bay, Kenosha, Madison, Mil- 
waukee, Oshkosh, Racine, Sheboygan, Su- 
perior and Wausau, each have one or more 
policewomen. 

In a number of cities women have been 
elected or appointed to the school board, and 
ina few they have been appointed to the board 


~ of police and fire commissioners. 


Women “Conductorettes” Still on Job. 


OT all the war-time “conductorettes” are 
gone. 

Baltimore still has ten of them, and at least 
one of the ten has five years’ service to her 
credit. Miss Charlotte Smith, who is the Bal- 
timore traction system’s conductorette No. 
6758, is just finishing her fifth year on the job. 

Miss Smith’s hours are long—from 1 P. M. 
to about the same hour after midnight. She 
“enlisted for the period of the war” and never 
thought of being a conductorette five years 
after the signing of the armistice. But now 
she intends to stay as long as possible. 

For six months she was on the extra list— 
had to be on call for any run in the city, at 
any time of the day or night; Then she got a 
regular run and has held it ever since. 


Equality in Mentality. 


NTHROPOLOGISTS and psychologists 
seem to be rather generally agreed that 
all recent studies of the question of the relative 


mental capacity of men and women show that 


the intellectual capacity of women is quite 
equal to that of men. Intelligence tests among 
students and other classes seem to prove this. 
The average size of the brain of women is 
somewhat below that of men, but size of brain 
seems to have no direct relation to intelligence. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 


‘Women Unite in Jugo-Slavia. 


T Ljubljana, in Slovenia, on September 

2, was held a Congress of all the 
women’s societies in Jugo-Slavia. Representa- 
tives of the Serbian Women’s Movement and 
of the Croatian and Slovenian Catholic 
Women’s Federations, as well as of other 
women’s organizations, were in attendance. 
The failure of the suffrage campaign has in- 
duced the various societies to combine into a 
common organization to work for the vote, 
and at the Congress the formation of an “Al- 
liance for Women’s Suffrage in Jugo-Slavia” 
was consummated. The Alliance has decided 
to work along two lines: firstly for the eman- 
cipation of women, which will be its main 
task and for the promotion of humanitarian 
work of all kinds. It was also decided to take 
part in the International Congress of the 
Women of the Little Entente, which is to be 
held at Bucharest in October. 


Woman for Mint Director. 


R the first time in history a woman is in 
charge of the gold and silver vaults ef 
the United States. 

She is Miss Mary M. O'Reilly, assistant di- 
rector, and in charge until a successor to F. E. 
Scobey, whose resignation as director has been 
accepted, is appointed. 

Miss O’Reilly has been in the mint office 
nineteen years. . At times under various ad- 
ministrations she has “run” the office during 
long periods, when the director was absent. 
In recognition for efficient service Congress 
recently created the <1 of “assistant director” 
for her. 

She is said to know more about coinage than 
any one in the Government service. 

Prominent men and women are urging 


President Coolidge to make her Director of | 


the Mint and add an important post to those 
now held by women. 


Equal Rights for Women “Vets.” | 


OMEN honorably discharged from 

service in the army, navy and marine 
corps are, if disabled, to have equal rights 
with men in securing care from the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, it was 
announced by the War Department recently. 
Credit is given to the Women’s Overseas Serv- 
ice League in getting the order through the 
War Department. 


LLE. JINAYRE has been elected sec- 

retary of the Conference of Barristers 
at Paris. She is the daughter of Madame 
Marcella Jinayre, the well-known French 
authoress. 


Balkan Women Organize for Equal Rights. 
HE women of the Balkan States and of 
Czecho-Slovakia and Poland have recent- 

ly created a new women’s organization en- 
titled the Women’s Little Entente, which has 
for aim the improvement of the economic and 
social position of women and the realization of 
their political rights. The first meeting of this 
society will meet at Bucharest this month. 


Women Engineers in Britain. 


HE Woman Engineer for September re- 
ports that Miss Pearl Swan, the only 
woman engineering student at Liverpool Uni- 
versity, has recently gained a first class in the 
examination for the degree of bachelor of 
engineering, with honors in electrical engineer- 


_ing (University of Liverpool), and has been 


accepted as a college apprentice at the works 
of the Metropolitan-Vickers Company, Ltd.; 
and that Miss C. M. Davis, who has for some 
time assisted with her father’s foundry at 


Wednesbury, has now joined Miss C. Griff at 


Birmingham, with a view to enlarging the 

Stainless & Non-Corrosive Metal Company. 
At the big Shipping and Engineering Ex- 

hibition recently held at Olympia, the Women’s 


_ Engineering Society was officially represented 


by two members, both of whom presented 
papers. 


HE Giornale Della Donna is of opinion 

that the promised bill conferring the 
municipal vote on Italian women will pass 
through the Chamber with very little opposi- 
tion, as practically all parties are now pledged 
to support it. Its only defect is that it does 
not go nearly far enough. 


N July 19 the Belgium Chamber of Depu- 
Xf ties adopted without any debate a motion 
modifying the law of February, 10, 1900, on 
the savings of the married woman and the 


minor. This act allows a married woman to 
withdraw savings of five hundred francs a 


~ month without her husband’s expressed per- 


mission. Formerly the amount was limited to 


one hundred francs. The present sum is the 


same as that which may be withdrawn without 
warning from the savings bank. A wife may 
now draw out sums up to five hundred francs, 
provided her husband does not. expressly ob- 
ject, and may use the sums for household pur- 
poses. 

In England, in the converse case of a wife 
who wishes to save’sums from the housekeep- 
ing allowance made by the husband, the law 
does not sanction such savings; they can be 
taken by the husband or seized by creditors. 
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THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING IN THE CRYPT OF THE CAPITOL 


N November 18th the United States Capitol will again be the scene 

of a ceremony in tribute to the Pioneer Suffragists. This will be on 
the occasion of the Conference of National and State Officers, Founders 
and Life Members in ‘Washington on November 17th and 18th. In the 
Crypt of the Capitol, where the statue is placed of the three great 
Pioneers—Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 
—there will be given the final ceremony of the seventy-fifth anniversary 
year ‘of the first Equal Rights meeting in Seneca Falls in 1848. Having 
commemorated this historic gathering by giving a pageant at the birthplace 
of the Equal Rights movement in Seneca Falls last July and having pre- 
sented the pageant as a Western Celebration of this anniversary in the 
Garden of the Gods, it seemed fitting to bring this anniversary year to a 
close by a ceremony in the nation’s capitol which, simple though it is to be 
in comparison with thé larger celebrations held hitherto, will have pro- 
found significance as a symbol of the progress of women since those first 
early-days. From a small gathering in an obscure up-State village the 
woman's movement has grown to such proportions in these seventy-five 
years that the three women most responsible for its inception are now 
honored together with the men who have helped to liberate our country, by 
being commorated in marble within the nation’s capitol. It is a stirring 
thought—one to kindle the imagination and to urge women on with re- 
newed zeal and faith to make the dream of these three great souls come 
true. 
The ceremony will be more in the form of a ritual than anything re- 
sembling a pageant—soft rugs will hush the footsteps of the many who 
will enter, evergreens will fill the great cavernous room with the fragrant 
breath of out of doors, the organ prelude will bring an atmosphere of 
reverence and quiet to the ceremony. 


HE newest member of the Na- 

tional Woman’s Party is Mme. 
Alla Nazimova, the great emotional 
actress, who through her acting and 
choice.of plays has for years proven herself a real feminist and a crusader 
in her profession for a better position for women. 

Her new play; “Collusion,” written by George Middleton, has lines 
which bring out dramatically the unfair attitude of the world toward 
women. 

“Do you think our standards for men and women are equal before 
the law or in custom or tradition or any other way?” said Mme. Nazimova 
when interviewed on the day that she joined the Woman’s Party. “I am 
not speaking of this country alone—I am speaking of the world,” she 
replied. “English women are today making the same fight the American 
women are making that there should be no discrimination in any respect 
because of sex or because of marriage. Esthonia, Lithunia, Czecho-Slo- 
vachia, Austria, Germany, Prussia, Free and Hanseatic City of Danzig— 
seven new Republics in all—have written into their national constitutions 
that men and women shall be equal before the law. 

“Yes, I can cite you instances,” Mme. Nazimova declared, “I cry out 
with all my being against the fact that the burden and responsibility for 
the illegitimate child is always primarily on the mother. In various States 
today the law still says to the father of the legitimate child, ‘You are the 
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OLLOWING upon this, from the distance, choir voices will be 
heard : 
Forward out of error 
Leave behind the night 
Forward out of darkness 
Forward into light. 


Ever since the days when Inez Milholland chose these words to lend her 
courage and inspiration they have been the means of spurring on the 
Woman’s Party to ever-increasing effort. 


The choir will enter, in vestments, 
bearers and banner bearers with our purple, white and gold banners. They 
will encircle the whole enclosure. Then will come the representatives 
from each of the 48 States. Wreaths entwined with the flowers of each 
State will be held by each representative and placed, one by one, upon the 
pedestal of the statue of the Pioneers. The representatives will then remain 
on either side of the statue—a colorful and impressive guard of honor to 
the statue of the women we will have come to honor. 

Speeches will now be made interpreting the meaning and significance 
of the past and voicing the determination of our Party to make the future 
worthy of its heritage. Together we shall pledge our belief in our program 
by reciting our “Declaration of Principles” in unison, thereby gaining a 
sense of solidarity and “togetherness” which only this common utterance 
of our faith can give. 

A recessional with the choir leading will bring the ceremony to a 
close. Thus will the National Woman’s Party have paid its tribute to 
the women who are still leading us through the example of their vision 
and fortitude. 


some States today the grounds for 
divorce are unequal between husband 
and wife. Ina great number of States 
in the Union the wife’s labor and services legally belong to the husband. 
Because the husband owns his wife’s services, he often has the right to 
sue for injuries when his wife is injured but she can never sue when he 
is injured, even though he was supposedly her sole support. In some 
States still, the entire earnings of a married woman belong to her hus- 
band. There are only twelve States which define prostitution as an act 
which is committed by the man as well as the woman. In most States 
women are punished while the men who employ them go free. Some 
day I hope we will have a play written on this theme. 

“We can all contribute in different ways to this universal movement of 
equality for men and women—by standing together we can surely change 
public opinion so that laws which handicap any human being will vanish. 
I have entire faith in my audience—I know the whole time I am acting 
that they feel and understand that they must help effect this change which 
is as sure to come as is the dawn. The goal of Equal Rights is not sex 
antagonism. It is the opposite. I believe in Equal Rights for it means 
some day a world where men and women, hand in hand, carve out their 
mutual destinies and together direct the life of society.” 

Madame Nazimova has not only become a member of the Woman’s 
Party but has enrolled also as a Founder of the organization. 


INEZ MILHOLLAND MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 


HE Executive Committee of the Inez Milholland Memorial Com- 
mittee of the Woman’s Party will hold its first meeting at the Head- 
_ quarters of the National Woman’s Party the latter part of October. 

The .committee is making plans for an extensive drive through the 
country for a $50,000 Foundation Fund for the raising of the status of 


women. The form of this work will be determined by the Memorial 


Committee. 


A beautiful Memorial pamphlet containing a short biography of Inez 
Bitholland end ‘excerpts ‘from: her speeches will be issued ‘by the com- 
mittee. 

All who are interested are asked to communicate with Mrs. Dwight 


Clark, Secretary of the Committee, Woman’s Party Headquarters, Capi- 


tol Hill, Washington, D. é. 


sole parent in the eyes of the law.’ > 
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PREPAREDNESS 


HEN you come to Washington in November to visit the President 
and witness the launching of the Lucretia Mott amendment, you 
will be asked, ‘““What can your State contribute to National Headquarters 
during the next twelve months?” You cannot answer suitably unless you 
have already gone over the ground with the members of your State 
branch, for a pledge is a pledge, and is of no use unless it can be redeemed 
when the time comes. 

“The work of the National Headquarters is of enormous moment. It 
is not duplicated by the local efforts of the individual branches, and must 
be supported independently of State work. The cost of producing the 
various essential demonstrations, the salaries of the organizers and the 
secretaries, letters, letterheads, postage, telephone service—all of these 
things count up into the many thousands. In addition, the Headquarters 
must be appropriately decorated and furnished, and this cannot be done 
with empty coffers. 

There is no use introducing the Lucretia Mott amendment unless it is 
to be backed up properly from the National Headquarters, but only those 
who believe in Equal Rights can be relied upon to finance this gigantic 
undertaking. And this means you and me and all the rest of us. Let us 
come to Washington in November with our minds made up to pay our own 
way on the journey to the promised land, not to ride on some over- 
generous person’s shoulders. Find out in advance what your State’s share 
in the enterprise is and then be prepared to pledge your full proportion. 
It is never pleasant to beg or, indeed, to be begged from, but it is a splendid 
thing to feel that the National Woman's Party is really being financed by 
thousands of women who care enough for Equal Rights to give until it 
hurts them. “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Both 
treasure and heart are needed if Equal Rights is to be won while we who 
read and write are still living. : 


WOMEN’S SOULS 


IME was when dogma declared that women had no souls. The 
dogma was compiled by men, so, of course, it included the premise 
that men suffered no such startling disability. In fact, the basic difference 
between the two sexes at that time lay in the fact, accepted by all, that the 
male alone could anticipate eternity. The drowning of female infants and 
the general submersion of such of the sex as were permitted to live was 
therefore justifiable. 

Today this plain-spoken differentation between the two sexes seems a 
trifle obsolete, but, whether we realize it or not, it still persists in the public 
mind. It is not called by exactly the same name, but it is there, never- 
theless. Any number of indications may be pointed out of the survival 
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of this ancient myth, but perhaps the most striking is the current attitude 
toward women’s work. Men have always claimed for themselves the 
right to express themselves through some chosen occupation. They have 
served their Maker, as it were, by the best development of their talents. 
The man who stayed at home and did nothing has always been regarded 
as a slacker in the battle of life. But with the woman the case has been 
singularly different. If she married and thereby became a subsidiary of 
some male and a vehicle for the perpetuation of the social life, well and 
good; she might go her way. But if she desired to develop her gifts, to 
pursue a career forsooth, then she was regarded as an undutiful daughter 
and an offender against nature. 

In very recent years some abatement of this prejudice is seen so far as 
unmarried women are concerned, but it persists with almost undiminished 
violence in the case of married women. Arbitrary barriers in the form of 
laws and written regulations, unexpressed but equally potent restrictions 
in the guise of custom, hedge the married woman about, cramping her 
abilities, impeding her at every opportunity and discouraging her at every 
turn. Large groups of people feel that she is committing an outrage against 
society if “she takes a position that by rights should belong to a man.” 
Unless the husband is ill or a drunkard, she is not supposed to “need” to 
work, for her means of support is taken for granted. Yet the right to 
work is something very fundamental in the universe, and personal service 
rendered to some man is not always the noblest form of enterprise of which 
married women are capable. Even the care of children as a lifelong 
occupation is not adapted to every woman’s gifts, and true self-expression 
may find other outlets than domesticity. 

But, of course, only people with souls can serve their Maker through 
the work of their hands; others not so favored must be content to be a 
means to the end of perpetuating and caring for soulful beings. 


SOPS 


LL of us doubtless remember the days when.we were told that if we 

had the franchise no man would ever give us his seat in a trofley car 

or take off his hat when we entered a lift. It was a horrible threat, espe- 

cially as men seldom gave us their seats anyway, and often looked more 

becoming with their hats on. , But we went ahead and, now that the vote 

is ours, the consequences seem not so overwhelming. The percentage of 
seatless and hatless men appears really not to have varied. 

But the story goes on—Equal Rights, it is predicted, especially through 
the “blanket” amendment, will deprive us of this and of that, all sorts 
of pleasant sops, that have been thrown to our Cerebus. They tell us 
we'll lose our mothers’ pensions, though we live in a State where there 
aren't any, or our welfare legislation that hangs like a millstone round 
our necks, or that our husbands won’t have to pay us alimony when we 
are not even married. Dreadful, isn’t it, to think of losing a minimum 
wage law that has already been declared unconstitutional for women only, 
or a ten-hour day, when in the union eight hours is the. maximum, as it 
should be. 

Most of the sops even that have been thrown in our direction are 
illusory. When, for example, has any honest effort been made to com- 
pensate women for their tremendous social contribution through mother- 
hood? Thousands upon thousands of women who are the mothers of 
young children have no other means of support, even through the infancy 
of their children, than the haphazard earnings of a dissolute, deserting 
husband. The children as well as the mother suffer a veritable purgatory, 
but nothing fundamental is done about it. Yet, when objection is made 
to labor laws discriminating against women, a great hue and cry is raised 
because “motherhood must be protected.” So it must be indeed that 
the present sop system is getting us nowhere. With Equal Rights estab- 
lished and women in a position to look after their own interests, mother- 
hood will stand a far better chance of being suitably protected than it does 
undcr the present order. 

Men and women view life differently. It may seem immensely impor- 
tant to a man to give up his seat or take his hat off in our honor, but to 
us the franchise is more vital. In the same way Equal Rights appears to 
be of more moment than a few indigestible sops which serve chiefly to 
distract the public mind from justice. 
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HOW NEVADA DISCRIMINATES AGAINST WOMEN 


HE position of women before 

the law is so much better in 
the West than it is in the East and 
South that an impression prevails 
in some places that Western women have already attained complete Equal 
Rights with men, in so far as these can be given by law. This is far from 
the case. In none of the Western States are women on a plane of equality 
with men before the law. The discriminations still existing against women 
in the law can perhaps be best indicated by taking one State as an example. 
_ We will take the State of Nevada. Any other State in the West might 
just as well be taken. The discriminations against women vary from State 
to State, but in every State they exist in one form or another. 


In Nevada the Law Concernng the Administration of Estates 
Discriminates Against Women. 


In appointing a person to administer the estate of a deceased person 
the judge must prefer the male relative to a female relative when the 
applicants are equally related to the deceased. For instance, the brother 
is preferred to the sister. 

Where a single woman is named executor or appointed administrator 
and afterwards marries, the marriage extinguishes her authority. On the 
other hand, when an unmarried man, appointed as administrator or named 
executor, marries, his authority is not extinguished nor affected by the 
marriage. (Vol. 2, Secs. 58886, 5894-5, 5898.) 


In Nevada Married Women Have No General Capacity to Contract 
or to Sue. 


Generally speaking, it seems that under the laws of Nevada the only 
contracts which married women are permitted to make are those respect- 
ing property. ‘(Cartan'v. David,'18 Nev. 311, 1884.) 

When a married woman wishes to sue or is sued, her husband must 
be joined with her, except when the action concerns her separate property 
or her claim to the homestead property, or when she is suing her husband, 
or when he has deserted her or Gay are ving apart by agreement. (Vol. 
2, Sec. 4989.) 


in Nevada Married Women Aro Restricted in the Right to Carry on 
a Business. 


A married woman is denied the right to carry on a business in her 
own name and on her own account unless she first secures the authoriza- 
tion of the court. On the other hand, a married man, no matter how 
ignorant or imprudent, may engage in business without consulting the 
court. 

This is what the married woman must do if she wishes to become a 
sole trader: First, she must give newspaper notice for four successive 
weeks that she intends to make application to the court on a certain day for 
permission to carry on a particular business. Then, when the application 
is filed, the court proceeds to examine her, and she must disclose, under 
- oath, “as to the reasons which induce her to make the application.” The 
“insolvency of the husband, apart from other causes tending to prevent his 
supporting his family,” is not deemed to be a sufficient cause for granting 
the application. The creditors of the husband may cause the application to 
be denied upon a showing that the granting of such application would pre- 
vent them from collecting their debts against the husband. The married 
woman applicant must swear that the application is made in good faith, 
for the purpose of enabling her to support herself and children (if she has 
children), and not to defraud her husband’s creditors, and that of the 
money to be used in her business, not more than $500 came from her 
husband. If it is the opinion of the court that “a proper case exists,” it 
will make an order that the applicant be empowered to carry on a business. 
After the order has been recorded she is free to act as a sole trader, and 
the profits are her separate property and not liable for the debts of her 
husband. She “shall be responsible for the maintenance of her children,” 
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and is not permitted to employ her 
husband as manager or superintend- 
ent in the business carried on in her 
name. (Vol. 1, Secs. 2190-2194.) 

husnetion to the Nevada judges, the foregoing law was passed “for 
the protection of married women.” (Youngworth v. Jewel, 15 Nev. 45- 
49, 1880.) 


In Nevada the Husband Has the Exclusive Control of the Community 
Property. 


In Nevada the relation of husband and wife is regarded as a species 
of partnership, and practically all property acquired after marriage is 
community property and belongs to the husband and wife. (Property 
owned by husband or wife at the time of the marriage and that afterward 
by gift, bequest, devise or descent, with the rents, issues and profits thereof, 
is not community property, but is his or her separate property. ) 

While the wife has an interest in common with her husband in the 
community property, the law recognizes the ancient superiority of the 
husband and gives him “the entire management and control” of the com- 
munity with power to dispose of all the property without the consent 
or even the knowledge of his wife, except as follows: (1) No mort- 
gage or deed of the homestead is valid unless the wife joins in the con- 
veyance. (2) When the wife’s earnings and accumulations and those of the 
minor children living with her are being used “‘for the care and mainte- 
nance of the family,” she is permitted to have the entire management, 
control and disposition of such earnings and accumulations. If not so 
used, then the earnings of the wife are a part of the community property 
of which the husband has the sole management and control, but he may 
make the wife a gift of her earnings just as he may give a minor child 
its earnings, in which case the wife’s earnings are her separate property. 
When the husband has allowed the wife to appropriate her earnings, tz 
same will be deemed a gift from him to her. In case husband and wife 
live apart, the wife’s earnings and those of the minor children living with 
her belong to her. 

The wife is made liable for the support of the husband out of her 
separate property in case he is disabled and has no property, yet, generally 
speaking, she is powerless to prevent him from squandering the property 
acquired by their joint efforts, so great is his power over the community. 
(Vol. 1, Secs. 2178, 2168, 2169. Vol. 3, Sec. 2160. Goldsworthy v. John- 
son, 204 Pac. 505, 1922.) 


In Nevada the Widow’s Share in the Community Is Less Than the 
Widower’s Share. 


When the husband dies, one-half of the community property goes 
to the widow and the other half goes as provided in his will, and, if no 
will, to his children. In case there is no will and no children, all the 
community belongs to the widow. 

On the other hand, when a wife dies, all of the community property 
belongs to the husband, and she cannot will away any part of it, except as 
follows: In case the husband deserted her and lived separate and apart 
from her without such cause as would have entitled him to a divorce, she is 
permitted to dispose of half of the community property by will, and in case 
she leaves no will it goes to her heirs, exclusive of her husband. (Vol. 1, 
Sec. 2164.) 

So, although community property is the fruit of the joint effort of 
husband and wife, the law denies to her (but not to him) the power to 
make provision out of this property for those in whose well-being a person 
is most naturally deeply concerned—children and parents. 


In Nevada Prostitution Is a Matter of Commerce. 


While a house of ill-fame cannot be maintained within four hundred 
yards of a school or place of public worship, and cannot have a front 
entrance or exit on the principal street or thoroughfare of any city, and 
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cannot be advertised in a public theater, street or highway, prostitution 
and its consequent exploitation of women still prevails as a regular matter 
of commerce in Nevada, this enormous offense against womanhood hav- 
ing the implied, if not express, sanction of the law. Of course, if a house 
of prostitution becomes a disorderly house—that is, a place which habitu- 
ally disturbs the peace, comfort and decency of a neighborhood, the keeper 
may be punished by a fine not exceeding $500 or imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding six months, or both. 


For a woman to engage in prostitution is not an offense punishable in 
Nevada, but if “a street-walker or common prostitute” behaves herself in 
a public place, or “anywhere within the sight or hearing of ladies or chil- 
dren,” in an immodest, profane or obscene manner, she will be punished 


as a vagrant. 


For a man to support prostitution by employing a prostitute is not an 
offense punishable in Nevada, but it is a gross misdemeanor for a man to 
“habitually resort in any house of prostitution,” and lewd or dissolute men 
who live in and about houses of ill-fame, or who solicit for such houses, 
are punished for vagrancy. ( Vol. 8, page 3379. Vol. 2, Secs. 6510-2. 
Secs. 6460 as A. 1921 Stats. P. 112. Sec. 6619 as A. 1923, Ch. 129, Vol. 
2, Sec. 6484. Ex Parte Ah Pah 34 Nev. 283, 1911. Loose v. Larson, 
40 Nev. 157, 1916.) 


In Nevada the Apprentice Law Discriminates Against Girls. 


When a male minor child is bound to serve five years or more as an 
apprentice, he must be taught “to read and write the language, the rules 
and principles of common English grammar, and so much of arithmetic 
as will include the single rule of three. At the expiration of his term of 
service, the master must provide the male apprentice with at least two suits 


Equal Rights 


of common clothing, each suit being of the value of not less than $25.00,” 
and $100 in money. 

On the other hand, the female apprentice bound for four years or more 
is required to be paid only $50 in money at the expiration of her term and 
to be furnished ‘two full suits of female wearing apparel” of a value not 
stipulated. She must be taught “to read and write the English language, 
and also the first four rules of arithmetic.” 

The male apprentice cannot be bound to serve after he is eighteen nor 
the female after she is fifteen. : 

The Act concerning apprentices requires the indenture or covenant 
for a term of apprenticeship to be signed by the father. The mother’s 
consent or signature is not required except in case of the death or inability 
of the father. However, the Act is old and it may be that a later Act— 
the Equal Guardianship Act—supersedes by implication the unequal 
parental rights in the apprentice law. (Vol. 1, Secs. 482-497.) 


In Nevada the Legal Age Is Less for Girls Than for Boys. 


The protection of minority is not extended to girls as long as to boys, 
since a girl is “of lawful age,” to “all intents and purposes,” at eighteen, 
while a boy is not of age until he is twenty-one. (Vol. 1, Sec. 431.) 

The care and management of the property of a minor is in the hands 
of a guardian until such minor is twenty-one, if a male, or eighteen, if a 
female. a 3, Sec. 6154.) 


In Nevada Marringe Revokes Woman’ Will 


The will of an unmarried woman is revoked by her marriage even 
though her husband does not survive her. 

On the other hand, the will of an unmarried man is not revoked by 
his marriage unless his wife survives him. (Vol. 2, Secs. 6211-12.) 


MORE PRAISE FOR “THE DOMINANT SEX”? 


RYSTAL EASTMAN, a member of the Editorial Committee of 
Eguat Ricuts, writing in Time and Tide of London of Vaertings’ 
“The Dominant Sex,” gives an interesting pen picture of her childhood, 
when feminism had claimed her as one of its warmest exponents. In her 
young son’s attitude toward his probable career and that which he sug- 
gests for his wife, Miss Eastman glimpses the age-old masculine point 
of view which gives to man the world as his sphere and to woman the 
four walls and the drudgery they hold. Miss Eastman writes: 


ANY, many years ago I remember announcing to my mother 

that I would not make my bed unless my two brothers had to 
make theirs. To this my mother, who was really a feminist, agreed. We 
made it a family rule applying to all forms of household labour, and we 
felt like pioneers. And yet only yesterday I held this conversation with 
my six-year-old son, who has chosen a sailor’s career. 

“*You know, Mother,’ he began, quite quietly and without conscious 
arrogance, ‘when I’m grown up I’m going to have my wife go with me on 
the ship.’ | 

‘“**VYes, and what will she do?’ 

‘Oh, make the beds, I suppose.’ 

“‘*Why have her a bed-maker?’ I protested. ‘Why not a sailor like 
you? Why not the captain? Or why not have her be the wireless operator 
and then she would have a little office at the =e of the ship where you 
could come and visit her?’ 

“This last won a sparkle of enthusiasm from the brown eyes, but I feel 
sure he will revert to his original plan. How can I expect to counteract the 
steady insistent suggestion of school, story, song and game that girls are 
weak and boys are strong, that a proper heroine looks forward to a life 
concerned with ‘keeping house,’ while a hero has the world to choose from? 

“In this connection, let me urge all mothers, fathers, nurses, teachers 
and trainers of the young to read “The Dominant Sex’ by Mathilde 
and Mathias Vaerting; to read and study it, to mark it and put it on the 
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nursery or schoolroom shelf for frequent reference. It may surprise the 
authors of this excellent ‘Study in the Sociology of Sex Differentiation’ 
to hear me recommend it as a Mother’s Guide and Sure Nursery Favour- 
ite, but so I do. Never before have I felt so well fortified against the fact- 
accumulating masculine assumptions of my son. As I turn to the Ency- 
clopedia to answer his ceaseless enquiries about the natural world, so I 
turn to the Dominant Sex to make clear with example and wealth of detail 
that the bed-making, skirt-wearing, food-preparing, stay-at-home-and- 
mind-the-baby characteristics of woman are not exclusive, foreordained 
and immutable. | 

“The thesis of the Vaertings is this: Whenever a period of feminine 
dominance has existed in any race (and we now have record of such 
periods among numerous races in the most diverse phases of development) 
women have exhibited what today we call masculine characteristics, fol- 
lowed ‘masculine’ occupations, enjoyed ‘masculine’ privileges, whereas men 
have been correspondingly ‘feminine.’ ‘Where women rule, woman is 
the wooer. The man contributes the dowry; the woman has the sole right 
of disposal over the common possessions. From the husband chastity and 
conjugal fidelity are demanded; but the obligations of the wife in this 
respect are less exacting. The wife’s occupations lead her away from the 
home, whilst the husband attends to domestic affairs. The man adorns 
himself, but the woman's clothing is comparatively sober. Unmarried 
men are regarded with contempt. Girl children are valued more highly 
than boys,’ * * * and so on. In short, ‘Masculine peculiarities in the Men’s 
State are fundamentally identical with feminine peculiarities in the Wom- 
en’s State.’ The book abounds in specific references and careful footnotes, 
and it includes seven pages of bibliography. Here and there a rather 
heavy inference seems to be drawn from a very slight fact, but on the 
whole one is inclined to be convinced. * * * 

“However, despite some centuries of ‘bed-making,’ the most militant 
of us has no desire to see the race revert to a period of feminine domi- 
nance. All we ask, as the authors of this book express it, is that ‘humanity 
should find ways and means for the permanent realisation of sex equality.’ ” 


| 
| 
— 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


ISS ANITA POLLITZER, Secretary of the Woman's Party, is 
continuing organization work in Colorado. Miss Pollitzer an- 
nounces that Mrs. Karl S. Schuyler, one of the Life Members of Colorado, 
held a meeting at her home in Denver in order to arouse interest of the 
women there. This meeting was attended by Dr. Caroline Spencer and 
Mrs. Lillian Kerr, from Colorado Springs, and Miss Pollitzer, the speaker. 

The Denver Post of October 4 writes concerning Miss Pollitzer’s 
campaign : 

“Anita Pollitzer, daughter of a notable and aristocratic family of South 
Carolina, is preparing to carry out the orders of the National Woman's 
Party and organize to win the Western States for an Equal Rights amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution. 

“With Colorado left to the supervision of Mrs. Lillian Kerr of Colorado 
Springs, State organizer, and an influential committee of prominent women, 
Miss Pollitzer will invade Kansas, the home of United States Senator 
Curtis, who has volunteered to sponsor the amendment in the Senate in 
December when Congress convenes. 

“The plan for winning the West as outlined by Miss Pollitzer is to 
submit to each designee for nomination in the Congressional and Legislative 
elections the following question: ‘Are you in favor of the principle of 
equal rights for men and women and, if elected, will you use your utmost 
endeavor to see that equal rights for men and women are established 
throughout the State? Will you kindly send your reply by return mail?’ ” 

A meeting was arranged recently by the Denver members of the 
Woman’s Party at which Sue White, a member of the National Council 
of the Woman’s Party, was the speaker. Miss White wrote to National 
Headquarters : 

“We had a meeting on Saturday at noon at which there were a number 
of people present. Judge Lindsay and a friend of his, Judge Rasmussen 
of Copenhagen, also attended this meeting. This gave me a good setting 
for referring to the attitude of the Scandinavian delegates on welfare leg- 
islation in the discussions of the International Congress of Working 
Women.” 


Illinois Holds Series of Meetings. 


oe a dinner, a luncheon and a meeting in Chicago on 
September 28th and 29th, at all of which Alice Paul, vice-president 
of the National Woman’s Party, was the honor guest and chief speaker, 
Dr. Frances Dickinson, a cousin of Susan B. Anthony was elected chair- 
man of the Illinois branch and a new inspiration and fresh impetus were 
given to the work for Equal Rights in that State. 

- Miss Paul was invited to come to Chicago from Colorado Springs 
after the production of the 1848 Equal Rights pageant in the Garden of 
the Gods. She arrived in Chicago on the 28th and a dinner in her honor 
was given that evening at the Cordon Club by the Dentists’ Council of 
the Illinois branch of the Woman’s Party, with Dr. Josephine Pfeiffer 
presiding. 

‘The dinner was followed by a public meeting at which Miss Paul 
spoke on the policy of the Woman’s Party and outlined the plan of cam- 
paign for the Lucretia Mott amendment which is to be presented to Con- 
gress in December. Miss Josephine Casey, of Chicago, national chairman 
of the Industrial Council, spoke on the Woman’s Party industrial legisla- 
tive program, emphasizing the need for equality of rights and opportuni- 
ties for men and women in industry. Dr. Frances Dickinson presided at 
this meeting, and showed the motion-picture films taken of the 1848 
Equal Rights pageant presented at Seneca Falls on July 21st. 

On Saturday, the 29th, Miss Paul was guest at a luncheon given at 
the Woman’s Club by the Teachers’ Council of the Illinois branch, Miss 
Genevieve Melody, chairman of the Teachers’ Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, presiding. Mrs. Rose M. Kavana made a report on the 
investigation which had been made by the State Teachers’ Council relative 
to discriminations against women teachers in the State of Illinois. 

Following the luncheon, which was a most successful affair with 
a demonstration of unusual interest in the work of the Woman’s Party 


program, a meeting of the Illinois State Board was held. At this meeting 
Dr. Dickinson was elected as chairman of the Illinois branch. Also money 
was raised to employ a State organizer and to begin at once an active State- 
wide campaign for the Lucretia Mott amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States. Rebecca Hourwich was engaged as State organizer. 
and she will begin work in the State immediately. 


Wisconsin Women Defend Equal Rights Law. 


HE Wisconsin Committee, under the leadership of its chairman, 
Mrs. Frank Putnam, has been making attempts to see that the Wis- 
consin Equal Rights law is enforced in regard to men and women teachers. 
The Milwaukee Sentinel of September 28 gives an account of one of the 
School Board Rules Committee at which Mrs. Putnam appeared, protesting 
against the rule which provided that a woman teacher, upon being married, 
within two weeks should notify the superintendent of that event, and 
should thereafter use her married name in connection with her school 
services, This board fixed a penalty of 10 per cent. of the teacher’s salary 
for her failure to observe the rule. Mrs. Putnam stated that this rule 
discriminated against the women teachers and contravened the spirit of the 

Equal Rights law. 
It was further contended by Mrs. Putnam that no more reason exists 


_ for requiring a woman teacher to assume the name of her husband than 


for requiring a man teacher to assume his wife’s name. In reply to a 
question, Mrs. Putnam stated that a rule providing that no person shall 
conceal his or her married condition would not be objectionable, since 
such a rule would apply to teachers without distinction of sex. 

The Milwaukee Sentinel in its issue of October 7 tells of the organiza- 
tion work being done by the Wisconsin Committee : | 

“In preparation for the introduction of the Lucretia Mott Equal Rights 
amendment in Congress on December 1, the Wisconsin Branch of the 
National Woman's Party has begun the work of organizing the Congres- 
sional Districts of the State. Five district chairmen have been appointed 
to win the support of their representatives for the Federal amendment, 
which was endorsed by the national conference of the Woman’s Party 
held in Seneca Falls, N. Y., and which will be introduced in Congress by 
Senator Curtis of Kansas. | 

“The following chairmen were announced on Saturday by Mrs. Frank 
Putnam, Wisconsin chairman of the Woman’s Party: First District, Miss 
Pearl Richards, Racine; Third District, Miss Gena Thompson, Madison; 
Fourth District, Mrs. Fred. C: Liefert, West Allis; Fifth District, Miss 
Josephine Pachaly, Milwaukee, and Eleventh District, Mrs. Eric H. a 
son of Frederic. 

“The organization of professional councils throughout the State is being 
extended. The most recent council to be organized is that of the authors 
of the State, with Miss Elizabeth Corbett of Milwaukee as chairman. 
Miss Zona Gale of Portage is National Chairman of the authors’ council.” 


Organizing in Southern California. 


ISS SARA GROGAN, member of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party, has been developing the organization of the 


~ Woman’s Party in Southern California. She spoke recently at a meeting 


of the Glendale( California) Business and Professional Women’s Club. 
The Glendale Press of September 25 writes: 

“The speaker of the evening was Miss Sara Grogan of Washington, 
D. C., who told of the aims and purposes of the Woman's Party in its 
program of bringing about by constitutional amendment to be introduced 
in Congress December 2 by Senator Curtis, the Republican whip, the 
equality of women before the law in all respects. She briefly reviewed 
the history of the Equal Rights movement from its organization by 
Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton to the present day, and paid a 
high tribute to western women to whom she said the movement owed 
much of its success,” 


| 
4 
| 
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Conference of National and State A 


Officers 


November 17th the Woman’s 


Party, held in New 
York City on October 12th, it was voted to call a conference of the 
National, State and local officers, Founders and Life Members of the or- 
ganization to assemble at the Headquarters on Capitol Hill, Washington, 
D. C., on November 17th and 18th. The Conference will make the plans 
for the Equal Rights campaign on Congress when it meets in December. 
The first event of the November conference will be the deputation to 
President Coolidge at noon on Saturday, the 17th. The business session 
will follow at 2.30 o’clock on the same day. On the afternoon of the 18th, 


T a meeting 
of the Na- 
tional Council of 


Equal Rights 


Sunday, a public meeting will take place in the crypt of the Capitol, sur- 
rounding the statue of the three Equal Rights pioneers, when the last 
memorial celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary year, will be held. 

In connection with the Conference, deputations of women from the 
various States représented will wait upon theit Senators and Representa- 
tives to ask support of the Lucretia Mott Equal Rights amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Miss Maud Younger, legislative chairman of the Woman’s Party, will 
be chairman of the deputation to President Coolidge. Miss Younger and 
Mrs. Harvey Wiley called upon Secretary Slemp a week ago and arranged 
for the reception of the deputation. Details with regard to the deputation, 
including names of speakers, will be announced later. Mabel Vernon of 
Delaware is Chairman of the National Committee on Arrangements. 


COMMENTS OF THE PRESS 


From the Christian Science Monitor, October 2, 1923. 


N the willingness of American women, as indicated in some parts of 

the United States, to offer themselves for service upon juries in the 
trial of civil and criminal cases in the courts, is seen again the determina- 
tion of those women, now accorded the privilege of voting, to take their 
places beside their husbands and brothers in enforcing the law as wen 
as in shaping it. 

There prevailed, quite generally, following the adoption of the 
Nineteenth Amendment, the supposition that the extension of the 
franchise right carried with it, automatically, not only the duty, but the 
privilege, of serving on juries. But it has been made clear, of course, 
that such is not the case. In all of the States of the Union the qualifica- 
tions and liabilities of those subject to call for jury service, are defined by 
statute. * * * 

As long as. it is $ permitted that trial juries be made up of special 
veniremen, éither males or females, while responsible business and pro- 
fessional men refuse to serve, the guilty will go unpunished and justice 
between honest litigants will be denied. There is room for honest and 
high-minded women in the jury room, just as there is room for them at 
the polls, in the schools, and in the offices. 


From the Rochester Evening Journal, October 1, 1923. ~ 


<¢1\ ff ISS FRED LEE WOODSON of Washington, representative of 

the National Woman’s Party, arrived in Rochester today to ques- 
tion Republican State legislators of Monroe county on how they stand re- 
garding Equal Rights legislation. Miss Woodson put this question to the 
solons: ‘Are you in favor of the principle of Equal Rights for men and 
women, and, if elected, will you do your utmost in establishing the prin- 
ciple in this State ?’ 

“Another purpose of Miss Woodson’s visit was to confer with local 
leaders on plans for a luncheon at the Hotel Rochester, October 12, which 
will be attended by women representatives of the Thirty-sixth, Thirty- 
seventh, Thirty-eighth and Thirty-ninth Congressional Districts. 

“The principal speakers at the luncheon will be Mrs. H. O. Have- 
meyer of New York, member of the advisory council of the National 
organization, and Mrs, L. E. Whittic, New York State vice-chairman. 

“Miss Woodson came here from Albany, where she conferred with 
members of the State Department on Education regarding the framing of 
a bill to be sponsored by the Woman’s Party in the coming Legislature, 
asking removal of discriminations against women teachers in public schools 
in matters of pay and promotion.” 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


REASURER’S REPORT, Edith Ainge, Treasurer, National Wom- 


an’s Party, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. Auditors: American 


Audit Company. 

Receipts of National Headquarters, ~ ate 7, 1912, to October 12, 
1923, $1,224,981.75. 

Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, October 12, 


1923, to October 20, 1923: 


Ssssssss 


Mrs. W. C. Metcalfe......... 50 Mrs. Agnes Moore.......... 

Miss Lida R. Millspaugh.... .50 Miss Edna L. Sickman....... 

Mrs. June McAinsh......... 50 Miss Genevieve A. Goodrich 
_ Mrs. George Jacobus......... 50 Miss Helen M. Velor........ 

Mrs. Anna Katzki........... .50 Miss Sophie Alexander...... 

Miss Margaret T. Kohl...... .50 Moe. 
| 50 Mrs. Harriet H. Bates....... 

rs. Florence Furling....... 50 Per New Jersey Branch: 

Mrs. Joseph E. Johnston... .. 50 Miss Pog be 

Mrs. Agnes J. Brewer....... 50 Mrs. Lydia Howard......... 

Mrs. Frances I. Stowers..... 50 Miss Evangeline Johnson..... 
Miss Katherine Leckie, N. Y... 10.00 Miss Louisa F. Stuttmater... 
Mrs. C. A. Baldwin, Col....... 50.00 Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, D. C. 5.00 
Mrs. W. P. McPhee, Col...... 25.00 Mrs. Jean C. Cranmer, Col..... 100.00 
Mrs. Anna F. Taylor, Mass.... 10.00 Miss Frances Berrien, Ga....... 25.00 
Dr. Sofie A. Nordhoff-Jung, Miss Agnes Chase............. 5.00 

D. C. ee eee eee 5.00 Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews, 
Miss Elizabeth Fairall, D.C.... 5.00 5.00 
Dr. Helena .N. Gargan, 5.00 Miss Betty W. Mayer, D. C.... 5.00 
Miss Eleanor Patterson, D. C... 100 Rhode Island Branch of Wom- 
Mrs. Andrew Stewart, D. C.... 1.00 ok 100.00 
Miss Lizabeth Wiley, Wyo..... 1.00 Minnesota Branch of Woman’s 
Mrs. S. S. Goffin, Fla.......... 50 29.35 
Per New York Branch: Dividend from Endowment Fund 

Miss Sylvene A. Nye........ ‘50 Rent of Rooms at Headquarters 66.00 


Miss May Swan............. 50 
Mrs. Ann Emery............ 
Mrs. Anna B. Granger........ .50 
.50 
50 


Receipts through October 19.$1,604.60 
Total receipts, December 12 


Miss Ethel Cantor........... 
1912, to October 20, 1923 .$1,226, 586.35 


Miss Lillian C. Bender....... 


Mrs. i ohn Walker Holcombe, Miss Anna Rudolph, Ky....... .50 
$50.00 Miss Emma Rudolph, Ky...... .50 
Mrs. tee Townsend, Tex.. 10.00 Per New York City Committee: 
Mrs. Halsted Lockwood Ritter, Mrs. Nellie Cooper Smith... 5.00 
Mrs. James Carroll Frazer, Mrs. Emily M. Brooke....... . 50 
Mrs. Virginia E. Brower, N. Y. 1.00 Miss Margaret G. Hunter.... 50 
Mrs. Byrd S. Dewey, Fla...... 1.00 .50 
Mrs. Robert G. Peck, D. C..... 1.00 Mrs. Mary King Farmsworth .50 
Miss Amelia M. Hill, N. Y..... 1.00 Mrs. Rosie Gundershiner..... .50 
Mrs. Alice M. Henry, Col...... 50 Miss Sara L. Oliler.......... .50 
J. Walter Thompson Adv. Co., Mrs. L. W. Nesbitt.......... 50 
Mrs. Alice Sessums Leovy, Col. 10.00 Mrs. Ferdinand Strauss...... 50 
Miss Mary E. Holland, D.C.... 10.00 Bigs. .50 
Mrs. H. L. Nyman, D. C........ 5.00 Mrs. A.-S. Ranous.......... 50 
Mrs. H. Z. Mendow, Minn..... 1.00 Miss Neysa Gayne........... 50 
Mrs. J. N. Lummus, Fla....... 1.00 Mrs. B. C. Humphrey........ 50 
Our a is so large and so complete 
Variety in Footwear °: 
every woman can be sure to find here just the — rs wants at the price she wants. 
WwYM HOME OF 19 Lexington St., Md. 
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